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YEARBOOK INFORMATION
Get your Pictures in the 2011-2012 MMCA Yearbook!
The Yearbook Staff invites students and parents to submit photos for the yearbook. Help us get as many photos as possible to create a terrific book everyone will want to have.

Here is how you can submit photos online:

· Go to: https://images.schoolannualonline.com/login
· If it does not automatically log you into the site, enter User ID: 400113449 and Password: MMCA
· Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload.

· Enter information about the photo (put the classroom color and event in the name) and provide contact information in case the staff needs additional information.

· Click "Save Details"

It's that easy! Submit your photos today! The last day to submit photos is 03/01/2012.

The Yearbook Staff will review all photos and determine final yearbook content. We cannot guarantee that all submissions can be used in the book.

Thank you, and enjoy the rest of the school year!

Teachers, don't forget to take those Pictures!  

Calling all Photographers!!

Your Yearbook Club needs photographs to start our publication. We can use any media you have.  We can scan your pictures; download from CD or memory card.  If you bring in these media to the front office please label them with your child’s room color and name.  We want to return these items to you.  If you are tech savvy and want to email them to us, you can do so by emailing your photos to Banetta (banettab@yahoo.com) or Clarissa Carney (carneyjr@lincolnxing.org).

We need your photos from 2010-2011 too.  For example, Roller King, 8th Grade graduation and the Golf Tournament.  We would like to add these missed items to our yearbook.

8th Grade Parents don’t forget we would like you to write a small ad to your graduating student.  We’ll be sending out information in December.  So start thinking about those sweet, wonderful moments and hope for their future.  If you have questions, please feel free to call Colleen Rekers at 412-6595. Thank you


Advertising for the Yearbook is available until March 1, 2012 only!
Boost your business…. Acquire new clientele… 

Advertise in the 2011-2012 Yearbook

1/8 (business card size) $25.00

1/4 (4 3/4 x 3 ½) $50.00

1/2 (4 3/4 x 7) $100

Full Page (8 ½ x 11) $200

Contact Clarissa at 562-310-3959 or Banetta at 316-0111
Drop it by the front office labeled “Yearbook Advertising”.  Make the check payable to MMCA.
   

MMCA PTA UPDATE
 
The MMCA PTA Executive Board Elections are coming up next month.  The following positions will be available:  President, Executive Vice President, 1st Vice President - Fundraising, Secretary, Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Auditor, and Parliamentarian.  You are encouraged to ask any current members of the Executive Board about a position you might be interested in.  A detailed description is available for each position.  Contact MMCA President Deanna Mahnke at:  eastwest247@aol.com for more information.
 
Upcoming Events:
March 2nd 7:00-10:00 p.m.:  Art Auction. Our Biggest Fundraiser Of The Year! Art Docents have been working with your children to create some wonderful Art!  View your children's art work.  Bid on wonderful silent and live auction items.  Classroom projects will be available for bid.  Drawings, Dessert, and Fun!
March 21st:  PTA Executive Board Elections.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for all that you do to help impact your student’s school.  
Sincerely,
MMCA PTA
Visit www.mmcharter.org/pta for more information about these events, meetings, fundraisers, and more.
Purple Room Update
Upcoming Events:

Feb. 17-20th  
No School – President’s Day Break

March 2nd 
Dr. Seuss’ Birthday

March 2nd 
Art Auction- 7:00-10:00pm
March 12th -14th:  Minimum days-Conferences

March 14th
Free Dress

March 15th-16th:  No School

The 100th day of school was a success!!!  The children had a fun day celebrating and showing off their hard work that they put into their 100th day project. We are now counting the rest of our school days using money and will begin exchanging money during calendar time.

We celebrated Valentines Day on Tuesday, February 14th with a Secret Pal.  The children enjoyed both giving and receiving a special valentine that a class member made for them.
Conferences will be coming up mid March. Please keep an eye out for sign ups on line. 
Language Arts: We are working on reading fluently. The children will continue to take home books to be read at home.  We are working in our journals daily and practicing writing descriptive sentences.  We are also using the Writing Traits workbooks with First graders.

Math: We are working on addition, and subtraction, as well as money.

Science: We are learning about nutrition and keeping our bodies healthy. This month is healthy heart month.

Cultural: We just finished learning about Antarctica and will begin to learn about Asia and the people and animals who live there.  

Save the Date

Our class will begin working on our class play in the month of March.  We will have a performance for the parents on April 26th at 1:00pm in the Multi-purpose room.

Purple Room

Diane Bryant and Jolyn Martin
Yellow Room Yak

February
We have just finished a wonderfully busy month of January.  Our studies included a unit on space, in which we learned about planets, stars and our moon.  Our field trip to the Discovery Space and Science museum included a look at constellations and in the planetarium.  Our cultural studies included the continent of Asia, including specific countries such as China, Russia, Japan and India.  The children have been enjoying the job in the classroom where they get to dress up in Asian children’s clothing.  We have also studied Martin Luther King Jr. and his life and works, in honor of his birthday.  
Although February is a short month, we managed to plan many exciting activities!  Our 100th Day of School celebration was a blast and we had many activities that the children enjoyed including making necklaces with 100 cheerios with fruit loops and their own “100” glasses.  Thank you to ALL the families that donated food so that we could make our trail mix of 100 different food items.  We had an assembly from Revolution Foods on Valentine’s Day where we learned about healthy eating.  We learned about the things that help make a Healthy Heart in the acronym L.O.V.E. (Laughter, Olive Oil, Vegetables, and Exercise).   We also had a Walk or Jog-a-Thon where the children got to run around the school campus in order to raise money for a Healthy School Community.  Thank you to all that have donated to this event.  Lastly, the children have been so excited to make and give their homemade Valentine for their secret pal as we celebrate friendship in the month of February.
Next we will be studying Antarctica for our cultural unit, as well as the Arctic, and the animals that live in desolate parts of the world.  We will even take a look at different types of Penguins!  Yellow Room will learn about George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Because of our short and busy month, we will not be having a field trip this month but look forward to the next one in March.
Special thanks to all our parents that have helped throughout the month.  We could not do our jobs without you!

Mrs. Wells and Mrs. Kelley
Upcoming Events:
Feb. 16th -20th:  No School - President’s Day


March 12th – 14th: Minimum Days - Conferences

March 15th -16th:  No School – Teacher In-Service Days
Blue Room News


We had a fabulous start to Healthy Heart Month. We went to Bounce U and learned the importance of taking care of your heart. The kids also enjoyed jumping for an hour. We ended the morning with yummy healthy sandwiches. The kids were excited to make their own. 

On Healthy Heart, we had our annual Walk-A-Thon. This year’s charity started at home. Unfortunately, with all the budget cuts, we can’t finance all the activities we would like to have at school. So, this year the Walk-A-Thon proceeds will be coming back to the school. It was a beautiful day for walk. All the students participated and we had a great turn out on the pledges. Thank you.

The students have also started learning about the human body and good nutrition. They started off the month learning about the basic food groups and what foods are healthy for them to eat. They will also have the opportunity to research and learn more about human body and the systems.

The students finished their state research project. Each student researched a state. They were able to get on the computers at school and research things like state bird, state motto, and landforms. Then they found pictures and printed them. The final part of the project was to make a poster. All the students did a fabulous job. We laminated each poster and made a class book. Parents should come in and check it out.

We are also looking forward to our Art Walk that is coming up on February 22. The students have been working hard using different mediums to create each art project. We hope all the parents can make it at 2:30 pm in the MPR.

Parent/Teacher conferences are around the corner. Scheduling should be open soon. Make sure to keep an eye out for more information. Conferences are March 12-14. Conference days will be minimum days and the conferences will start shortly after school gets out. We look forward to meeting with all of you.

Because we will be having half days during the conference week, we would love for parents to come in and share their culture with the class. We have one grandparent already signed up to share his culture of Choctaw. We would love for a couple more parents to come in. The parents generally share the back ground of their culture, play a game, do an art project, and share a snack. Past parents, as well as, the teachers can help plan the day. Please consider sharing your culture. Your child would love to have you do it and so would their classmates.
Don’t forget to come to the PTA sponsored Art Auction on March 2nd from 7-9pm. The students have been working hard on a teepee that you can set up in your yard or house. We can’t wait to see all of you there.
Mrs. Harper

Mrs. Schmich

  Red Room Newsletter Notes
As usual, January passed way too quickly.  On Tuesday, February 14th, we had Healthy Heart Day.  We started our day with an all school assembly to learn more about nutrition.  Afterward, we participated in a Walk-A-Thon at the park.  The afternoon rotations were spent learning about Parts of the Heart, circulation, heart rate, and running an obstacle course. The children had a great day.    

We will be studying the Presidents this month.  Our emphasis will be on Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Washington.  We are looking forward to raising steelhead trout and then releasing them into the American River at Sailor Bar in Fair Oaks.  The trout eggs will arrive Wednesday, February 15th.  

The Red Room children are very busy.   They are working diligently in math, reading, grammar, Spanish, science, social studies, and handwriting.  Grammar will bring abstract nouns, common and proper nouns, verbs, prepositions and hopefully adverbs.  We will also be exploring “Subjects” and “Predicates”.  

The MMCA PTA is sponsoring an Art Auction on Friday night, March 2nd, from 7 to 10.  The Red Room children worked very hard on a Paper Mache tree that will be entered into the Silent Auction.

We would like to extend a special thank you to Sue Bordelon for heading up the “Tree of Life”.  The children loved the Paper Mache!!  Also, thank you to the families who contributed to the Coffee/Tea and Wine/Chocolate Basket.  

We would like to thank all our parent volunteers for helping in the classroom and driving on field trips.
A special thanks to Nicolas Johnson and his family for making the beautiful planter boxes in front of our room.  They also gave us a gift card to Lowes so we can fill them with beautiful plants.  These boxes have been on our wish list for eight years!!!  Again, Johnson family, thank you very much!!!

Warm Regards, Mrs. Bordelon and Mrs. Sherman
  Aqua Room Update
WE ARE LEARNING ABOUT:
Math – Albanesi Cards, Skyscrapers, Practice Sheets, Take it to Your Seat folder 

Language Arts – Verb Conjunction, Editor in Chief, SRA, Skyscrapers, Handwriting, Spelling

Social Studies – 4th: California Missions / 5th: State Reports 

Science – 4th: Water Cycle, Rock Cycle, Biomes / 5th: Water Cycle
Character Education – Truthfulness

· The field trip to Extreme Gymnastics was a wonderful success.  The students enjoyed themselves and learned a great deal from Coach Ted.  

· Our next field trip is on campus on Tuesday, February 21st.  Fourth graders will participate in Walk Through California™!  Fifth graders will participate in Walk Through the American Revolution™!   These presentations are designed to allow students to actively participate in a lively retelling of California’s rich history and of our nation’s beginnings.  Through the use of games, music, and storytelling, history will come alive!  Students must memorize their task card, and they are encouraged to dress in costume.
· Aqua Room has been busy creating our art item for the Silent Auction.  The students are excited for this work of art, and we all look forward to seeing the finished product.
· Thank you to everyone who has donated to our Auction basket.  It’s not too late to send in more items.  Our theme is chocolate, coffee, and wine.  
· Healthy Heart Day and the Walk-a-Thon were a huge success.  Thank you for helping us raising money.  Revolution Foods gave a presentation about L.O.V.E.  Ask your children what it means and how it leads to a healthy lifestyle.

· Garden Update: Our garden bed is thriving.  We recently harvested radishes, and they were delicious.  We are currently weeding the bed in order to thin it out so more plants can grow.
· Reminder: Students should be reading 20-30 minutes at home every day.  They should also be doing mathscore every day for 20-30 minutes. 

· Happy learning!!
~Ms. Sherman and Ms. Garcia  
“Education is a natural process carried out by the child and is not acquired by listening to words but by experiences in the environment.”  ~Maria Montessori
Coral Communication

It seems like the year 2012 is already whizzing by! The month of February has already begun and we’ve put the pedal to the medal with learning! We have really been working on our character education lessons and tying them into our writing lessons. Our “buzz” words are respect, control, choices, body language, and responsibility. We have decided to make a Coral Room Montessori “chapter” book, with each chapter being on a different Montessori style theme. We will let you know more as we finish each chapter.

In math, we have changed things up a bit. Each child has an individualized math packet. This math packet was generated specifically for your child based on their math assessments, mathscore and lessons. They get the one-on-one individual help needed on each lesson. They all seem to be doing really well on this.

The realm of science has taken us to Earth Science. Mrs. Garber and Ms. Garcia have been working diligently to provide your child with in-depth and exciting Earth Science lessons. 

History has taken the 4th graders on a trip to the missions. They have all been given a mission to research. The 5th graders are studying the causes and effect of the American Revolution. We will have a culminating activity on the American Revolution when the Walk Thru Time people come on February 21st. 
We will begin the assessment process for report cards in the coming weeks. The online signups will be happening soon. Register early to get your spot. We’d love to sit down with each and every one of you to discuss your child’s progress since November.


Have you purchased your tickets for the Art Auction yet? It is on

March 2nd here at school. Dessert will be served. There will be some 

great baskets to bid on, as well as the classroom art projects. Have 

you heard of the Tree of Life by Gustav Klimt? That piece of art was 

our inspiration for our classroom art project. Each child was able to 

do a crayon melting square of the tree of life. We are building a frame for the piece of art. It will measure 4 feet by 4 feet. Check to see if you have a wall that is bare in your house, and then come bid on our piece of work! Here is an “example” of what it will look like: 
There are a few important dates you need to be aware of:

February 17 & 20 – No School

March 12, 13, 14 – Minimum Days for Spring Conferences
Mrs. Boothby & Mrs. Garber
Orange Room Newsletter:

February Independent Project: Getting Into Character 

The “Getting Into Character” poster is due February 29th. Students will analyze the main character’s feelings, thoughts, and actions throughout the story in the form of a poster. The students will present two of the character’s traits to the class on the due date!

Healthy Heart Month

We went to Bounce-U for a healthy heart science lesson and then bounced for exercise in their indoor bounce facility to help celebrate Healthy Heart Month.  Afterwards, we went to Fresh Choice for a healthy lunch to refuel and nourish our bodies.  We also participated in a nutrition assembly and Walk-A-Thon on February 14th! 

History

Students finished learning about the geography and culture of Ancient India and are now learning about Ancient China.

Science 

Students finished learning about Earth’s atmosphere and we are now focusing on Energy in Earth’s System. This will entail learning about weather, radiation and convection currents. We will also be focusing on doing some science experiments in class using the scientific method. This will prepare the students for their upcoming science fair project!

Language Arts:

Students have been working on their literature book reading and assignments and they recently finished their persuasive essay. We will continue to work on parts of speech on a weekly basis and writing techniques.

Math:

We have recently completed integers, measures of central tendency, and different types of graphing. 

P.E.

We finished a dance unit with the Green Room students. The student learned different types of dances like Michael Jackson’s “Beat-It”, Zumba, and line-dancing. The students had fun and they received a good work-out. We have now started a Self-Defense unit with Mr. Baldonade.The students are learning some wonderful self-defense techniques and having a blast beating-up “B.O.B”.

Any questions should be directed to Mrs. Jennings or Mrs. Cohodes. ejennings@mmcharter.org or jcohodes@mmcharter.org 

Green Room Update
Dear Parents,

 

We hope you had a Valentine's Day full of love and kind gestures!  We celebrated "Healthy Heart Day" in two energetic ways this year.  First was our field trip to Extreme Gymnastics and Fresh Choice.  The kids had a tiggerific time bouncing their way through the challenges at Extreme Gymnastics.  It was great to see all of our students motivated to get moving and break a sweat!  Afterwards we enjoyed a healthy (okay, there might have been a lot of ice cream and jello involved too) lunch together at Fresh Choice.  You will be happy to know that your students used their restaurant manners and impressed the other patrons with their quiet voices and cleanliness.  

 

Our second celebration of healthy hearts was the all-school jog-a-thon.  The event started with an excellent presentation by Revolution Foods (our hot lunch provider) on ways we can keep our hearts healthy.  We learned to treat our hearts with "L.0.V.E.", which stands for laughter, (healthy) oils, vegetables, and exercise.  After the assembly we had a great time running laps together!  What a fantastic way to end our Healthy Heart Day!

 

Green room has been traveling quite a bit lately.  Not only did we have a field trip in February, but a week earlier we had our March field trip to the Crocker Art Museum.  The exhibits were beautiful and this year we had an extra treat.  We were able to enjoy a lesson on print making with the Crocker art docents.  We learned out to plan out our print pattern in reverse because the print would be a reflection, then we were able to use special carving tools to etch out our designs in our rubber stamps.  Finally, we were able to learn how to roll out ink to the proper thickness and print our designs.  The students were even able to take their stamps home.  All of this was followed up by a picnic in the park on a beautiful, sunny day.  Does a school day get any better than this?!

 

In the midst of all this gallivanting and exploring, we've also been doing quite a bit of work.  We are pressing through things like linear equations and direct variation, working with fractions with variables, writing persuasive essays, reading and discussing various novels, Greek and Latin roots, vocabulary, spelling, evolution, chemistry, the legacy of the medieval West African empires, and post Revolutionary War politics in early U.S. history.  Whew!  

 

We hope you enjoy your long President's Day weekend!  

 

Mrs. Crouch, Mrs. Watkins, and Ms. Wendt



MARCH

The short month of February came and went, but not without learning about nutrition and fitness. The children learned about the food pyramid and the five major food groups. They also practiced how to build a healthy meal which included all five members of the pyramid. Our students made vegetable art books, categorized food and participated in healthy cooking projects. We then learned about physical fitness with a walk-a-thon 

The month of March is always filled with great joy for the teachers.  We can see the children absorb all the wonderful experiences MMCA has to offer. The children have had wonderful parent support in our classroom which has allowed your children to bloom before our very eyes. Spring time also provides us with the perfect teaching tools to enrich our lessons. 

Practical Life activities are unique in that they are purposeful and calming.  If you were to observe a child, you would notice the following:

· A high level of concentration 

· Developing a sense of order

· Increased independence for self and environment

· Improvement for fine motor movement

These skills are essential to a child’s progress in a Montessori classroom; they will be carried forward into academic subjects. They will also assist the child in developing into a happy, well adjusted adult. A child who possesses all of these qualities has the best opportunity to develop strong self-esteem that will aid them in making beneficial decisions throughout life. 

Science

We have been learning about the five kingdoms of animals which include Invertebrates/vertebrates, crustaceous/fish, and mammals have all been explored this year. We will now move into the last two kingdoms of reptiles and amphibians with live species from all kingdoms being represented. We will begin our study of metamorphosis within our science area, butterflies and silkworms. The butterfly and silkworm is a good example of complete metamorphosis because the length of the stages varies for different species based on the time of year an egg hatches. 

Math 

The children have been busy all year absorbing concepts in sensorial and it is fun to follow their growth into more abstract thinking. We have been busy learning how to identify sets of numbers, becoming familiar with the decimal system, graphing and even using numbers in art. Next time you stop in take a look at the model of our Cotter Ten’s Fractal. The children have been working hard on the large fractal which is scheduled to be completed at the end of March and will end up having 1,000 small yellow triangles. 

Language:

We are reviewing pre-language skills and letter recognition with manipulative. Our hand writing development has really improved with lots of practice with small motor activities.  

Cultural

We are half way around the globe with our study of the continents.  We have just completed Africa. Get your passport out because we are going to Australia. We would like to experience authentic food, clothes or literature.  If you have any artifacts or information from this marvelous continent, we would love you to share it with us.


Music

Our music teacher, Miss Lisa from Music in the Foothills has been teaching the children about octaves, rhythms and musical beats. The children have enjoyed learning new songs and dances bi-weekly.

Movement

Stretch and Grow program with Ms. Allie has been fully charged with obstacle courses, hopping, skipping and games bi-weekly.


Parent Conferences will be scheduled for pre-kindergarten students only March 12th, 13th & 14h. We are looking forward in sharing with you all the wonderful progress your child has made. Spring conferences are optional.

· No school Friday, March 18th. 
Mrs. Bass, Mrs. Baldonade and Ms Flores
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Updates from Mr. B





Dear MMCA Families,





MMCA Athletics Update:





Congratulations to our inaugural MMCA Boys’ Basketball team, who recently completed their season.  The boys finished in 2nd place in the Sierra Foothill League with an 8-2 league record.





As boys’ basketball has finished, girls’ volleyball has started.  We’re going to have both a Varsity (7/8th graders) and a Junior Varsity team (6/7th graders) this year.  Coached by Emily Jennings and Kristine Shutt, the girls’ first league game will be March 8, with their first non-league games coming up in a couple weeks.





The last team sport of the year will be girls’ soccer, the games for which will start the week after volleyball is over.  We will also have Track and Field starting up in the spring.





MMCA After School Clubs update:





Our chess club and ballet club is under way, with both clubs meeting on Monday afternoons after school.  





MMCA P-T Conferences coming up:





Information about our electronic sign-ups for Spring P-T conferences will be coming home soon.  The conferences are about 4 weeks away.  Please sign-up for a conference with your child(ren)’s teachers, as the conferences provide a great opportunity to relay information about student growth and progress.





Yearbooks on Sale Now!





We are still taking orders for the 2011-2012 MMCA yearbook.  The price is $25   Deadline for pre-orders is March 31st.  Reserve your copy now!



























































Upcoming Events:


2/17-20 – No School


2/13-24 – EMF Shield Fundraiser


2/22 – Chick-fil-A Fundraiser 5-8p


2/27-3/8 – Conference Sign-ups


3/2 – Art Auction & Dessert 7-10p


3/12-14 – Conferences/MINIMUM Days


3/15&16 – No School

















CCSA Funding Equity Rally





The California State Charter Schools Association (CCSA) is sponsoring a rally on the north steps of the Capitol Building on February 29, 2012 about funding equity for charter schools.  Depending on the individual charter school, statewide, charters receive anywhere from $60 - $1100 per child less in funding than traditional public schools (MMCA in particular would fall in the middle of this range).  I have been told that Governor Brown plans to speak at this rally in support of funding equity for charter schools. 





The CCSA is even sponsoring a free bus for families of Placer County-based charter schools if you would like to attend the rally.  The bus will leave from the Western Sierra Collegiate Academy campus at 2:00p.m.  If you are interested in riding the bus to the rally, or would like to receive the flier about this event, please email Mr. B at � HYPERLINK "mailto:brent@mmcharter.org" �brent@mmcharter.org�.
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